It’s lining up to be a significant month for the European
Union.
The Dutch are holding their much-anticipated general
election this week with intense focus on the prospects of the
far-right leader Geert Wilders.
EU Presidents and Prime Ministers – apart from UK PM
Theresa May – will gather in Rome on 25 March to celebrate
the 60th anniversary of the signing of the Treaty of Rome, the
EU’s founding legal text, and attempt to define the bloc’s
future strategy and purpose.
And, of course, PM May will soon call the formal start of
Brexit negotiations. The UK Parliament last night approved
the ‘EU Withdrawal Bill’ which will allow the Prime Minister
to trigger Article 50.
This month’s Brexit Bowl features insights from FTI
Consulting’s office in Dublin analysing how the negotiations
will play out in Ireland, at a time when the governing party is
expected to change leader, and following dramatic elections
in Northern Ireland.
While the political dynamics of Brexit continue to play out in
Europe, the beginning of the two year negotiating process
should mark a step change in the approach of businesses to
Brexit, with active and detailed consideration of its impact on
their future operating environment and possible responses.
Put simply, Brexit must now move from the pile marked ‘too
difficult to handle’ to the one marked ‘needs urgent
attention’.
Louise Harvey

View from London
The past month has been a busy time in British politics,

jobs, led to further calls on the Government to provide

with by-election surprises, political interventions,

similar assurances to PSA akin to those offered to

rebellions in the House of Lords, and high profile

Nissan last year. The increasing frequency of

business transactions all making the headlines.

interventions by the Business Secretary Greg Clark risks

The month began with the smooth passing of the
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not change her stance, and in the end, Parliament last
night gave its final agreement to the Brexit Bill which
now allows the Prime Minister to activate Article 50
before the end of March.
Against the backdrop of the Brexit Bill, the month also
witnessed an intervention from former Prime Minister
Tony Blair on Brexit. At a news conference held in
conjunction with pro-EU pressure group Open Britain,
Blair criticised his old party for being complicit in
allowing a ‘disastrous’ Brexit to happen on their watch,
calling for a cross-party movement to oppose leaving
the EU. Blair’s intervention received mixed reviews
among parliamentarians, and was particularly criticised
for its poor timing ahead of the Stoke and Copeland byelections by many Labour stalwarts. We foresee
periodic interventions of a similar nature over PM
May’s strategy highly likely as the Brexit process
progresses.
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bill’ for the UK. That Theresa May hasn't ruled out a
financial payment into the EU's coffers shows this will

Michel Barnier, the European Commission’s chief

be a live issue on the table. The question is, how big

Brexit negotiator, has also been preparing for the start

will the bill be?
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Why does this matter? Firstly, it’s a distraction from

The aim of the White Paper is to outline potential

the critical issues that matter to business, thus adding
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States will have in the run up to, and during the Rome

in order to arrive at a constructive outcome.

meeting. It’s a process that will take place in parallel to
much of the Brexit negotiations, with the Commission
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